April 5, 2007

COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES

On Thursday, April 5th, 2007 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held their first regular meeting for the month. Councillors present:  Joe Florent; Dave Harper; Sid James; Randy Jessup; Robert Ogilvie and Richard Shalla, with Mayor Percy Bresnahan presiding.

TOWNSHIP STAFF PRESENT:

Harold Luckasavitch – Clerk Treasurer; Geraldeen Dubreuil – Deputy Clerk; 

Gerald Dunn – Works Superintendent/CBO; Madawaska Station Fire Chief – Aurel Thom; Whitney Station Fire Chief – Brian August

Delegations Present:

a) Daniel Babcock, Project Developer and Rebecca Black, Communication Specialist of Skypower Corporation – presentation on wind power.
b) Dan Egan, Fire Advisor, Office of the Fire Marshal – presentation regarding compliance with Public Education and Fire Prevention requirements.

c) Other observers present.

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-158

“To call to order the regular meeting of April 5th, 2007 at 6:31 pm.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-159

“To adopt the agenda as circulated for the meeting of April 5th, 2007.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  None at this time.

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-160

“To adopt the minutes of the March 15th, 2007 meeting with amendment to Resolution #07-126 to read March 1st, 2007, also to adopt the minutes of the Special Meeting of March 28th, 2007 as circulated.”

-Carried-

Delegation:  Daniel Babcock, Project Developer and Rebecca Black, Communication Specialist of Skypower Corporation attended to provide general information on wind power, answer any questions or concerns that Council may have and to advise of possible benefits to the local community if a wind power site were to develop within the Township of South Algonquin.
Delegation:  Dan Egan, Fire Advisor, Office of the Fire Marshal attended to congratulate and present Council and both Fire Chiefs, Aurel Thom and Brian August with a certificate that the Township of South Algonquin Fire Departments were in compliance with the Public Education and Fire Prevention requirements.
Mayor Bresnahan expressed special thanks to both Fire Chiefs for all their work in the community.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:

March 15th, 2007 - Minutes
· Possibility of Desjardins Credit Union establishing a location in Whitney.  Clerk H. Luckasavitch met with representatives from Desjardins Credit Union and is awaiting their decision.
· Advertisement for a temporary driver for land ambulance service.  No applications were received but two (2) individuals expressed an interest.  The Clerk was directed to contact these individuals and obtain more information.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:

March 28th, 2007 - Minutes
· Review preliminary Air Quality Report - Council discussion.

· Resolution #07-154 – Council discussion

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-161

“It is resolved that due to verbal conversation between Rankin Construction Consulting & Management and Mayor Bresnahan that Council considers that enough of the conditions of Resolution #07-154 have been met to hold our regular Council Meeting of April 5th, 2007.”

-Carried-

· Council instructed the Clerk to proceed with the hiring of a structural engineer to assess the structural integrity of the entire municipal building.

ROADS/WASTE MANAGEMENT/BUILDING CODE  REPORT: Gerry Dunn, Works Superintendent/Chief Building Official presented Council with a written report resulting in the following resolutions:
· Prepare “Public Notices” for Waste Disposal Site – Hours of Operation and Spring Cleanup dates and times.
Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-162

“That the Township of South Algonquin be given top priority to purchase the surplus granular material stockpiled in the Aylen Lake Pit #300005 if the material becomes surplus to MTO needs.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-163

“To authorize the following staff to attend the Municipal Data Works Training Session at Bancroft on May 24, 2007: Gerald Dunn; Geraldeen Dubreuil; Hal Luckasavitch.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-164

“To authorize the Works Department to purchase the necessary tools to set up the Madawaska Garage to enable the employee responsible for equipment maintenance and repairs to be able in an efficient manner – maximum expenditure $3,000.00.”

-Carried-

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
MURCHISON & LYELL RECREATION COMMITTEE:  Councillor R. Jessup provided Council with a verbal report:

· Copy of Minutes from February 20th, 2007 meeting provided for Council’s information.

· Committee hosting a Trivia Night on April 16th, 2007 and required teams – requested to know if Council would be interested in participating with a team.  Unfortunately most of Council already had prior commitments.
WHITNEY RECREATION COMMITTEE:  Council S. James provided Council with a verbal report which covered the following: winter programs, activities, participation and upcoming events/activities; possible replacement of the water fountain at Lester Smith Building with a water cooler; blanket hall rental agreement for committee use.

LIBRARY BOARD:  Councillor D. Harper provided Council with a verbal report:
· Copy of Minutes from November 27th, 2006 and January 22nd, 2007 meeting provided for Council’s information.

· Board received a grant in the amount of $4,800.00 to promote access to information on the Ontario Government.

WHITNEY LIBRARY RENOVATIONS – SITE MEETING:  Clerk H. Luckasavitch provided Council with a verbal report which resulted in the following resolution:
· Eight (8) tender packages were distributed with respect to the proposed renovations to the Whitney Public Library, only two (2) companies attended the site meeting, and one (1) tender was received.

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-165

“To accept the Tender price of $28,800.00 plus G.S.T. from Beacon Construction for the reconstruction of a new front entrance landing and handicap ramp, also for the installation of a barrier free washroom at the Whitney Public Library.  $24,900.00 of the total cost will be covered by Ontario Trillium Foundation through an approved grant.”
-Carried-

COMMUNITY POLICING ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  Councillor R. Jessup provided Council with a verbal report:
· Committee reviewed the budget and statistics for the month.

DISTRICT OF NIPISSING SOCIAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION BOARD (DNSSAB):  Councillor R. Ogilvie provided Council with a written report with respect to the March 14th, 2007 meeting.
· This year’s rebate percentage for contributing communities to possibly rise from 2% to 3%.
RENFREW COUNTY DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT:  Mayor Bresnahan provided Council with a verbal report and advised that the Township of South Algonquin would have a possible levy reduction of 25% this year and also receive a rebate from the established surplus.
BY-LAW:

First Reading:  Moved by: R. Shalla
      Seconded by: R. Ogilvie
             Sess. #07-166

Second Reading:  Moved by: S. James
      Seconded by: D. Harper

 Sess. #07-167

Third Reading:  Moved by: R. Jessup
      Seconded by: J. Florent
 
 Sess. #07-168

 “A By-law to adopt Schedule ‘A-1’ and ‘A-2’ being a Blanket Permit for the rental of Recreation Halls within the Township of South Algonquin and that these Schedules form part of By-law #05-228, as reported by the Committee of the Whole be read a first, second and a third time, passed and numbered 07-273 and that the said by-law be signed by the Mayor and clerk, sealed with the seal of the Corporation, and be entered in the By-law Book.”

-Carried-
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
· Council recommended that the Clerk contact Bell Mobility with respect to the possibility of utilizing the tower near the Whitney Medical Centre to improve cell service/reception in the Whitney area.

· Formation of the Family Health Team Corporation – Council discussion.
Councillor S. James requested a recorded vote on the following resolution.

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-169

“Whereas council was advised by the Clerk-Treasurer at a previous meeting of council that we must form a corporation to administer the newly approved ‘Family Health Team’ for the Township of South Algonquin; and Whereas council has an obligation to maintain an air of ‘Accountability and Transparency’ (Municipal Act Par V.1) in its deliberations; and Whereas to date there has been no consultation or discussion with Council regarding this issue; and  Whereas the Municipal Act s. 224(b) places the responsibility for developing and evaluating the policies and programs of the Municipality upon Council.  Therefore be it resolved that Council assume its responsibility and undertake the formation of the required corporation.”
Councillor Ogilvie – Yes
Councillor Shalla – Yes
Councillor Harper – Yes

Councillor James – Yes
Councillor Florent – Yes
Councillor Jessup – Yes

-Carried-

NEW BUSINESS

· Schedule meeting with Municipal Affairs & Housing representatives for Wednesday, April 25th, 2007 at 6:30 pm.

· Schedule Roads Tour for Saturday, May 5th, 2007 beginning at 7:00 am at the Municipal Office in Madawaska.  Councillors to all bring their own lunch.

MOTIONS OF COUNCIL:
Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-170

“For Council to budget for all necessary repairs to McKenzie Lake, Hay Lake, Lyell Lake, Aylen Lake and Galeairy Lake Boat Launches.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-171
“To do the necessary repairs to Bark Lake Dock & Boat Ramp.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-172

“Resolve to set a date for Council and staff members to tour and inspect the Road System in the Township of South Algonquin and close office.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-173

“To extend the meeting past 10:00 pm at the call of the Chair.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #07-174
“To increase the pay rate to $25.00 per hour for Fire Department personnel who are qualified mechanics, while they are conducting Vehicle Safety Inspections on municipal equipment.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by: R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-175

“To pay the $70.00 registration fee for Charlene Alexander’s attendance at the Ontario Library Service Conference.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-176

“To reimburse Charlene Alexander for discounted book purchases in the amount of $120.79, reimbursement to come from Fundraised account and upon budget approval, expenditure amount to be transferred back into account.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-177

“To provide pre-budget funds to Librarians for the purchase of discounted books at their discretion up to a total of $1,000.00.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res.  #07-178

“To contact the two (2) interested individuals and obtain additional information pertaining to their qualification for the temporary ambulance driver position.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #07-179

“That staff who attend the seminar regarding Bill 130 of Revised Municipal Act prepare a brief report & present to Council at the May 3, 2007 meeting.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #07-180

“That Council hires a certified person/firm to provide a report regarding the moisture and mold in the Township Office and Council space to identify if there is any risk to the health & safety of staff working there. (A.S.A.P.)”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-181

“Council agrees that a Committee should be formed, staff assigned to the project and a report to Council by June 15th, 2007, to determine the process to implement a civic addressing plan for the entire Township to be completed prior to November 1st, 2007.”

-Carried-

Councillor Shalla requested a recorded vote on the following resolution.

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-182

Where as the Township of South Algonquin finally received the long awaited confirmation that a Land Ambulance Service will be stationed in the township on a full time basis; and Where as in order to accommodate this service the Council for the Township of South Algonquin has fully supported and made a crucial decision to make the present Works Department Garage available as of mid April; and Where as the Works Department will be moving the vehicles to the Madawaska Patrol yard and operations will be dispatched from this location; and Where as the majority of the commerce is located in the westerly part of the township; and Where as 70% of the permanent residence live in the westerly part of the township; and Where as prior to amalgamation in 1998, the Township of Airy was incorporated in 1962 and the works departments snow plow and sand truck was located in Whitney; and Where as after amalgamation Council stationed winter maintenance equipment such as the snow plow and sand truck in Madawaska and Whitney for economical and immediate response time during critical weather conditions such as ice storms etc.; and Where as the recent decision by Council will now mean all the township snow plows and sand trucks will be stationed in Madawaska, the easterly part of the township, in the least populated area, least number of schools and minimum commerce section of the township; and Where as the most populated area is the hamlet of Whitney in Airy Ward, and the larger commerce section of the township including two schools, three church’s, Medical Centre, Library etc. located on the most difficult terrain within the township and 70% of the population will not have a snow plow or sand truck located in the immediate area to provide response during critical weather conditions especially during ice storms, which the township has always provided in a quality manner.  Therefore Council agrees to budget accordingly and construct a 2-3 bay garage, or a building to accommodate the Land Ambulance in Whitney during 2007, and to ensure that past services which were readily available in the hamlet of Whitney, and Sabine Ward within the Township of South Algonquin will continue to be readily available.  And also considering that the Land Ambulance Service will be stationed in Whitney, it is imperative that the Works Department have both snow plow and sand truck readily available to ensure the Land Ambulance can respond when required.    

Councillor Ogilvie – No
Councillor Shalla – Yes
Councillor Harper – Yes
Councillor James – Yes
Councillor Florent – No
Councillor Jessup – No

Mayor Bresnahan - No

-Defeated-

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-183

“That the Clerk invite members of the NE LIHN (#13) and the Champlain LIHN (#11) to meet with Council to discuss changing this LIHN Boundary and the appropriation of monies for long term care.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-184

“To authorize Bills for payment as recorded and circulated for the meeting of April 5th, 2007.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-185

“To adjourn the meeting of April 5th, 2007 at 11:00 pm.”

-Carried-

______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        (Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)

