THE CORPORATION OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH ALGONQUIN

BY-LAW NO.    06-262                 
(Being a by-law to regulate the keeping of dogs within the Municipality)
WHEREAS Subsection 11(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25 provides that a lower-tier municipality may pass by-laws respecting matters within the spheres of jurisdiction provided for therein, including “animals”; and

WHEREAS Subsection 103(1) of the said Act provides that, if a municipality passes a by-law regulating or prohibiting with respect to the being at large or trespassing of animals, it may provide for the seizure and impounding of animals and the sale of impounded animals; and

WHEREAS the Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13 as amended provides that the council of a municipality may appoint a municipal law enforcement officer to enforce all municipal by-laws,

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Corporation of The Township of South Algonquin enacts as follows:

Definitions:
1. In this By-law, the following terms shall have the meanings hereinafter ascribed to them:

1. “animal control officer” means that person from time to time appointed or employed by the Corporation for the purpose of administering and supervising all of the provisions of this By-law, and includes any other person appointed or employed by the Corporation as a municipal law enforcement officer and the Clerk-Treasurer of the Corporation;

1. “animal shelter” means any premises from time to time designated by the Corporation as a place for the impounding and confinement of dogs seized in the course of enforcing this By-law;

1. “at large” means, in relation to dogs, that dog when it is off the property of its owner and not on a leash or otherwise under the control of a competent person;

1. “Corporation” means The Corporation of The Township of South Algonquin;

1. “dog” means canis familiarise, male or female, over the age of three months, but does not include a wolf or fox or any other wild or part-wild species of canis familiarise;

1. “kennel” means any premises at which any individual, group, partnership or corporation is engaged with a view to profit in the business of breeding, buying, selling or boarding dogs;

1. “leash” means any form of lead or restraint that has the capability to control a dog;

1. “municipal law enforcement officer” means that person from time to time appointed or employed by the Corporation for the purpose of enforcing by-laws of the Corporation by authority of Section 15 of the Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13 as amended;

1. “owner” means and includes any person who possesses, keeps, feeds or harbours a dog and, if the owner so defined is a person who has not yet attained the age of majority, that person or any of those persons who is responsible for the custody of the infant owner, and where a dog has more than one owner, the owners are jointly and severally liable under this By-law; and

1. “registration period” shall mean one calendar year, and if a particular dog has been registered for the preceding calendar year, includes the period from January 1 to March 31 of the next following year.

2. In its application, this By-law shall be read with such changes of gender or number as the circumstances and the identity of an owner requires.

Licensing and Dog Identification System:
3. The owner of every dog, within the period of seven days next following the date as of which the owner became the owner of that dog, shall apply to the Corporation and shall purchase a tag for the dog except those that are already licenced under another jurisdiction.
4. Upon payment of the fee prescribed from time to time, the Corporation will issue for a dog to the owner a tag bearing a serial number and the calendar year which constitutes the registration period for which it was issued, and the owner shall keep the said tag securely fixed on the dog for which it was issued at all times during that registration period, or until the replacement tag for the next following calendar year has been issued and affixed.

5. The Corporation will maintain a register showing the name and address of the dog and its owner and the serial number of the tag issued for each dog.

6. Until changed by resolution of the Council of the Corporation, the following fees shall be payable for a dog tag for one registration period:

(a) 
for sterilized/spayed/neutered dogs:



$10.00
(b) 
for unsterilized/non-spayed/non-neutered dogs

$10.00
except that if a dog tag is purchased after March 31 in any calendar year, then the fee shall be as follows:

(a) 
for sterilized/spayed/neutered dogs:



$15.00
(b) 
for unsterilized/non-spayed/non-neutered dogs

$15.00
7. For the purpose of discharging the powers and duties given to upon him by this By-law and of enforcing it, the animal control officer shall be entitled to demand the production by its owner of the tag issued with respect to any dog.

Licensing of Kennels:
8. No person shall open or operate a kennel without having first applied to the Corporation and been issued a licence to operate a kennel, and no such licence will be issued or renewed by the Corporation unless:

(a) 
the applicant is registered with the National Kennel Club and provides to the Corporation reasonable proof of such registration and maintains such registration in effect; and

(b) 
the applicant files with the Corporation a certificate from the Renfrew County and District Health Unit dated within the period of ten days preceding the date of the application confirming that the Health Unit has no objection to the establishment and operation of a kennel at the premises of the applicant.

9. Until changed by resolution of the Council of the Corporation, the fee payable for each registration period by the operator of a kennel shall be $75.00 if paid on or before March 31 and $100.00 if paid after March 31.

Control of Dogs:
10. No owner shall permit his dog to be at large.

11. No owner shall permit his dog to go onto or be on private property, other than the owner’s property, even when on a leash, except with the consent of the owner or occupant of that private property.

12. Any dog found at large may be seized by the animal control officer and impounded in an animal shelter and confined there.

13. Any dog impounded and confined may be claimed by or on behalf of its owner within the period of five days (which shall not include any Saturday, Sunday or statutory holiday) next following the date on which the dog was impounded upon payment to the animal shelter or to the animal control officer, as may be directed, of an impoundment fee in the amount of $25.00 plus the further sum of $5.00 for each day or part of a day that the dog was confined, commencing with the second day of confinement.

14. Any dog not claimed by or on behalf of its owner within the period of five days aforesaid shall, as of the following day, become the property of the Corporation and may be humanely disposed of or otherwise dealt with as may be authorized by the Corporation.

15. The animal control officer may in his discretion obtain veterinary care for any dog that comes into his possession and which appears to require the care of a veterinarian, and the owner upon claiming his dog shall, in addition to the other fees and charges properly payable, pay or reimburse the Animal Control Officer or the Corporation for the cost of veterinary care provided for the dog.

16. Notwithstanding the immediately preceding paragraph, the Animal Control Officer may in his discretion arrange for or carry out the humane destruction of any dog that comes into his possession if, in his opinion, its destruction is necessary in order to ensure that the dog does not continue to endure pain and suffering.

17. If it is alleged that a dog has bitten or attacked a person or domestic animal, a proceeding may be commenced against its owner by or at the request of the animal control officer, pursuant to the Dog Owners’ Liability Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. D.16 as amended.

Enforcement and Penalties:
18. This By-law may be administered and enforced by the animal control officer. 

19. Any person who contravenes this By-law commits an offence, and upon conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00), exclusive of costs, and all prosecutions under this By-law and under the Dog Owners’ Liability Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. D.16 as amended, and all fines recoverable, shall be governed by the Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.33 as amended.

Effective Date:
20. (a)
Except for Sections 3-8 hereof, this By-law shall take effect on the date of its passing.

(b) 
Sections 3-8 of this By-law shall take effect on January 1, 2007.

READ the first and second time this     5th   day of   October,  2006.
READ a third time and passed this    19th  day of     October,  2006.
___________________________________
___________________________________

Mayor (Jim Etmanski)
Clerk-Treasurer (Harold Luckasavitch)
