March 15, 2007

COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES

On Thursday, March 15th, 2007 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held their second regular meeting for the month. Councillors present:  Joe Florent; Dave Harper; Sid James; Randy Jessup; Robert Ogilvie and Richard Shalla, with Mayor Percy Bresnahan presiding.

TOWNSHIP STAFF PRESENT:

Harold Luckasavitch – Clerk Treasurer; Geraldeen Dubreuil – Deputy Clerk; 

Gerald Dunn – Works Superintendent/CBO.

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-124

“To call to order the regular meeting of March 15th, 2007 at 6:30 pm.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-125

“To adopt the agenda as circulated for the meeting of March 15th, 2007.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  None at this time.

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-126

“To adopt the minutes of the March 1st, 2007 meeting as circulated with amendments.”

-Carried-

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:

· Begin the initial steps for the proposed development of a gravel pit(s) within the Township of South Algonquin.  Obtain permission from the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) to dig test holes.

· Councillors to submit bio information for Township Web Site as soon as possible.

· Council’s decision with respect to the proposed addition to the Whitney Medical Centre is on hold until architect drawings have been received and reviewed.

· March 31, 2007 is the deadline for the Gas Tax Funding Report and Building Permit Report.

· Negotiate a new agreement between the Township and the Hidden Meadow Dog Kennel or make alternate arrangements.

Council James presented Council with a written and verbal report with respect to concerns expressed by the Whitney Recreation Committee which resulted in the following resolution.

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-127

“Whereas the application for hall rental contained in ‘Schedule A’ of By-Law #05-228 is deemed unacceptable to the members of the Whitney Recreation Committee; and Whereas the requirement for completion upon every request for use is a frivolous infringement on the personal time of these devoted volunteers.  Therefore be it resolved that the attached usage application form be utilized in its stead, subject to approval by the other Recreation Committees of the Township of South Algonquin, and upon such approval it be attached to By-law #05-228 as ‘Schedule A(1)’.  Said form is valid only for usage relative to Non Alcoholic events and as such is to be signed by the Committee Chairperson on behalf of the Committee and only required to be completed annually.  And that these changes be reflected in changes to the By-Law.”

-Carried-

Mayor Bresnahan provided Council with a written and verbal report with respect to the forthcoming Land Ambulance Service for South Algonquin, after which developed into a Council discussion.  The Clerk was directed to investigate first within the Whitney Fire Department and if unsuccessful then advertise in the local newspaper for the position of a temporary driver for the Land Ambulance Service.

CORRESPONDENCE:  

(March 15th, 2007 - Action Package)

Item #1 – Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) dated March 5, 2007 – request from an Airy Ward resident to install a dock along the waterfront of Galeairy Lake of which the resident is not the abutting landowner.  The Clerk was directed to obtain more information with respect to this request.

Item #4 – Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) dated February 28, 2007 – proposed meteorological towers (wind testing towers) on crown land within the Township of South Algonquin.  The Clerk was directed to contact the MNR and obtain more information with respect to this matter and also request their attendance at a Council Meeting.

Item #7 – Northern Ontario Service Deliverers Association (NOSDA) dated February 21, 2007 – request for a donation of Township lapel pins for their upcoming Annual General Meeting.  The Clerk was directed to draft a written to reply this request.

Item #10 – Renfrew County Senior Games dated February 1, 2007 – request for Mayor to attend the closing ceremonies on June 7th, 2007 at the Eganville Arena, 4:30 pm.  The Clerk was directed to contact the Whitney Seniors Centre and find out if any local seniors would be participating in this event.

Item #13 – Madawaska Valley District High School dated January 31, 2007 – opportunity to advertise in the Madawaskan (yearbook).  The Clerk was directed to contact both libraries to confirm receipt of last year’s copy of the Madawaskan.

(March 15th, 2007 – Information Package)

Item #3 – Native Land Claim – The Clerk was instructed to ensure that any correspondence relating to this matter be included in Council’s Action Package not the Information Package.

Item #8 – Emergency Management Program – essential level maintenance checklist.  The Clerk was instructed to forward this information to the CEMC, Brian Ackney.

(March 1st, 2007 – Action Package)

Item #2 – Municipality of Hastings Highlands dated February 6, 2007 – requesting a letter of support with respect to the Township’s dependence on the Highway 62 transportation route.  The Clerk was directed to draft such letter and relate the dependence to the transportation of forest products.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

· Council discussion regarding the current situation with respect to the T.D. Bank in Whitney.

· Clerk to obtain possible dates to schedule a meeting with Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing representatives to discuss municipal matters and also the process for developing an Official Plan.

Councillor James requested a recorded vote on the following resolution.

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-128

“Whereas the TD Bank Canada Trust has shown a total lack of regard for the citizens, businesses and Council of the Township of South Algonquin by way of their plan to close the Bank branch in Whitney effective May 11, 2007; and Whereas the proprietors of Charbonneau’s Freshmart in Whitney have shown an interest with regard to investigating the possibility of operating an ‘Agency’ for Desjardins Credit Union as outlined in the e-mail directed to the Clerk-Treasurer of February 7, 2007; and Whereas it is generally recognized that there will be a definite need for a Financial Institution of sorts in the Municipality after the departure of TD Canada Trust; Therefore be it resolved that this Council assist and support the efforts of the proprietors of Charbonneau’s Freshmart in this quest; and Therefore be it further resolved that if this quest be successful, the Council of the Township shall direct their business to this ‘Agency’ should there be no other full service financial institution in the Municipality.”

Councillor Ogilvie – Yes
Councillor Shalla – Yes
Councillor Harper – Yes

Councillor James – Yes
Councillor Florent – Yes
Councillor Jessup – Yes

Mayor Bresnahan - Yes

-Carried-

NEW BUSINESS:

· Budget process – currently at the stage of the Department Heads.

· Development of an Official Plan – obtain more information from Municipal Affairs & Housing representatives.

· Municipal Fire Protection Information Survey – Fire Department By-law(s) need to be revised or amended.
· Human Resource Committee Meeting scheduled for March 21, 2007 at 3:00 pm in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Office.

· Site Meeting with respect to the renovations for Whitney Public Library scheduled for March 21, 2007 at 2:00 pm.

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-129

“Whereas Council is in receipt of the Municipal Fire Protection Information Survey generated by the Office of the Fire Marshal; and Whereas there are certain recommendations contained therein that require immediate attention, in particular the matter of whether the Township has one, or two Fire Departments as is generally understood; and Whereas regardless of the ultimate decision as to the number of Fire Departments, either By-Law #03-190 or By-Law #04-216 will require revision; Therefore be it resolved that the question as to the number of Fire Departments be determined at this meeting; and Be it further resolved that Council’s decision be passed to the Fire Committee Chair in order that the appropriate By-Law revisions may be determined by the Fire Committee and subsequently returned for Council’s approval at the April 19th, 2007 meeting, or sooner.”

-Carried-

BY-LAW:

First Reading:  Moved by: R. Ogilvie
      Seconded by: R. Jessup
             Sess. #07-130

Second Reading:  Moved by: J. Florent
      Seconded by: R. Shalla

 Sess. #07-131

Third Reading:  Moved by: D. Harper
      Seconded by: S. James
 
 Sess. #07-132

 “A By-law to authorize the amendment on By-Law #05-236 establishing a time period from January 01, 2007 to December 31, 2009 under Section 11 for the Fire Agreement with M.N.R., as reported by the Committee of the Whole be read a first, second and a third time, passed and numbered 07-272 and that the said by-law be signed by the Mayor and clerk, sealed with the seal of the Corporation, and be entered in the By-law Book.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-133

“Whereas there has not been a clear understanding as to whether there is one or two Fire Departments in the Township of South Algonquin; and Whereas it is the intent of Council to abide by all pertinent government acts relating to Fire Departments.  Therefore be it resolved that pursuant to Part II, Section 5 of the Fire Protection and Prevention Act Council hereby declares there to be two (2) Fire Departments in the Township of South Algonquin to be known as the Madawaska Fire Department and the Whitney Fire Department.  Each Fire Department having its own Fire Chief and Deputy Fire Chief as appointed by Council, and areas of jurisdiction as determined by Council.”

-Carried-

MOTIONS OF COUNCIL:

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie  

Res. #07-134

“To authorize Mayor Bresnahan attend the 2007 FONOM/Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Conference held in Kirkland Lake May 9th – 11th, 2007.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-135

“To advertise in the Madawaskan ½ page for the Madawaska Valley District High School Year Book.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-136

“To authorize staff to prepare and submit the Expression of Interest application to access funding for the Asset Management Program.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-137

“To authorize office staff to issue payments for bills relating to Hydro One and Bell Canada before authorization at a Council Meeting to avoid penalty charges.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper 


Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #07-138

“To authorize an application be submitted under the Service Ontario for Libraries Initiative Funding Program.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-139

“To provide Joyce Tansley and Georgina Bresnahan with access keys and codes to Library facilities.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-140

“To endorse Charlene Alexander’s attendance at the annual Library Conference May 15th-17th, 2007 in Sudbury.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #07-141

“To provide Charlene Alexander, Chief Librarian, with expense money in the amount of $150.00 to cover expenses while attending the Library Conference May 15th-17th, 2007.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-142

“To provide the South Algonquin Library Board with $500.00 of Pre-Budget approval funding for the purchase of new books at discounted prices.”

-Defeated-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-143

“To endorse the Summer Reading Program sponsored by the Library Board with funding provided by the Ministry of Culture reserves: tentative date June 5th, 2007; location – Separate School Whitney; attendance – three (3) local schools; approximate cost - $400.00; Theme – Lost Worlds with Phynix & Anansi.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #07-144

“To approve the hiring of Adam Krawczyk as supply librarian for the Whitney Branch upon completion of required documentation.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-145

“Considering Bell Mobility has not provided the quality of service regarding cell phone coverage as proposed within the Township of South Algonquin and therefore has not lived up to the agreement either in the Township nor with the neighbouring area.  Council would like a meeting with all the parties to resolve the issues.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie 


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-146

“That the Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to investigate the processes involved in forming an Official Plan for the Township of South Algonquin.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-147

“To authorize the Clerk to accept the one-time Transitional Funding Grant on behalf of the Township of South Algonquin Family Health Team.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-148

“That Council requests that the Whitney Public Works Offices be moved to Madawaska and that the space vacated be converted to house the new Land Ambulance Service.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-149

“To extend the meeting past 10:00 pm at the call of the Chair.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-150

“To authorize staff to apply to service Canada under the Summer Jobs Program for 50% wage subsidy for two (2) students to assist with on-going duties in the Works Department.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-151
“To authorize bills for payment as recorded and circulated for the meeting of March 15th, 2007.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-152

“To adjourn the meeting of March 15th, 2007 at 10:09 pm.”

-Carried-

______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        (Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)

